
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Prelude in E Minor Gerald Bales 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 107): 

 Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good 

 People: God’s steadfast love endures forever 

 Leader: The Lord’s wonderful works satisfy humankind 

 People: God satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry are filled with good 
  things 

 Leader: Let those who are wise give heed to these things, 

 People: And consider the steadfast love of the LORD! 

 * HYMN 289 O God of Every Nation  Llangloffan 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

 (Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
 your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
 has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)               

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
August 4, 2013 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Merciful God, you have graced our lives with the life of Jesus and we 
rejoice that by your Spirit we are empowered to overcome all things 
that oppose our new life in Christ.  We confess, however, that there 
are still times when we set our minds on unworthy and ultimately 
destructive pursuits.  When our attitude towards others is hostile and 
aggressive, we strip off the compassion that life in Christ possesses.  
When selfishness and greed contribute to our lifestyle, we strip off 
the generosity that life in Christ delights in.  Merciful God, reclothe 
us with the life of Christ, and renew us so that the grace, humility 
and service that marked his life will be clearly visible in and 
experienced through our lives.  This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 



 

 

 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF ALEXANDRA MAE BROWN AND  
VIRGINIA LEIGH BROWN 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
 ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
 renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
 serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

 + Children leave for Summer Sunday School in the East Room. + 

  THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Hosea 11:1-11  

* HYMN 426 Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak Canonbury 



  

 

SECOND LESSON Luke 12:13-21  

SERMON “Not That Easy ” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY The Lord's Prayer Albert Hay Malotte 
 SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANO 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 



 

 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal  
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION   Lead Me Lord   G.F. Handel, arranged by Carl Fredrickson  
  SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANO 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 419 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord Repton  

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Exultemus Percy Whitlock 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

   *     *     *     *     * 



  

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Hosea 11:1-11 (NRSV) 
 

 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I 
called my son. 2The more I called them, the more they went from me; 
they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense to idols. 3Yet it 
was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them up in my arms; but 
they did not know that I healed them. 4I led them with cords of 
human kindness, with bands of love. I was to them like those who lift 
infants to their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed them. 5They 
shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, 
because they have refused to return to me. 6The sword rages in their 
cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours because of their 
schemes. 7My people are bent on turning away from me. To the Most 
High they call, but he does not raise them up at all. 
 8How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, 
O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can I treat you like 
Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and 
tender. 9I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again destroy 
Ephraim; for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, 
and I will not come in wrath. 10They shall go after the LORD, who 
roars like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling 
from the west. 11They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt,  
and like doves from the land of Assyria; and I will return them to 
their homes, says the LORD. 
 
Luke 12:13-21 (NRSV) 
 

 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother 
to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, 
“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And  
he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds  
of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich  
man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said,  
‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my 
soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the Visitor Card in the blue folder at the end  
of your pew. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Arons, Captain 
   David Bishop         Sandy Bishop   Patience Okorie       Beverly Sheriff  
 
Today we are pleased to celebrate the Baptisms of Alexandra Mae Brown  
and Virginia Leigh Brown, born in Englewood, NJ, one minute apart on  
May 1, 2013 to Sherronda and Stephen Brown. 
 
Our Guest Organist today is George Mathison. 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Marcy Steele. Marcy joined First 
Presbyterian Church in 1984, when she and her family moved to  
Englewood.  Marcy’s late husband, Jim Steele, served First Presbyterian  
as Senior Pastor until June 2003.  Marcy is currently serving as co-chair of  
the Committee on Ministry for the Presbytery of the Palisades. With Diane 
Christian, Marcy is providing leadership for a Journey Group that meets 
monthly. Marcy enjoys singing in the chancel choir and has been active in  
the congregation’s work with Habitat for Humanity of Bergen County.   
Marcy is recently retired from a career in higher education administration.  
Marcy has two children, Kimberly and Ian, and two granddaughters, Brynn  
and Kyla Sanner. 

drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




